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Wanting to dine with a friend of mine, | sent to him an e-mail in which |
said: "asatte aimasho! (Let's meet the day after tomorrow!)"
Replying, he said "yanasatte ni shimashao." Although | didn't
understand "yanasatte," | agreed to meet him "then."

when should | go?

m One theory is that people used "shiasatte" in western Japan in the old days, while

people in eastern Japan used "yanasatte" to communicate "in three days."

to the theory, the Meiji government adopted "shiasatte," which was used in Kyoto, to
mean "in three days" as a standard word when it unified the state, while it adopted

"yanasatte" for "in four days."
— still use "yanasatte" to mean "in three days."

However, people in eastern Japan— except for in Tokyo
Today, the flow of traffic between

the regions is busier than before, making the usage of the words above far more

Hirayama-san,

According

complicated depending on who uses the words and where they are used.

So when you talk about "three days from now,"
with concrete dates or saying "in days."

SAFE STYLE: ashita (tomorrow), asatte (the day after tomorrow),

it would be better to clarify yourself

mikka-go (in three days’ time), yokka-go (in four days’ time)...

different days.
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= m mPaul-san, you can find "yanasatte" written as "yanoasatte" in dictionary. It means'
three days." But in some regions, it is used to mean "in four days."
also means "in three days," and is more common. The word used depends on the region and
the person. So, be careful when using those words, or you and your friend may show up on

"Shiasatte," however,

Step 1: Memorize the basic words from kon to the right.
(kon, rai, sarai)
Step 2: Memorize the basic words from kon to the left.
(kon, sen, sensen)
Step 3: Memorize the basic words in the leftmost row.
(shu, getsu, nen)
Step 4: Memorize the variation of time expressions by combining a
word from the horizontal row with one from the vertical row.
Step 5: Memorize the irregular forms highlighted in green.

Note: Generally , the particle “ni” is not used with the words in
the table to specify when a certain action takes place.
eg., A EEZLE L,
kino ni shigoto o shimashita (I worked yesterday.)

1) There are three different pronunciations for the word Bf H
(tomorrow), with a slightly different nuance.
BH H ashita : most common pronunciation, used in daily
conversation to mean tomorrow.
B H asu : A polite form, used in greetings and speeches.
asu" also is used to refer to the near future.
BAH myonichi : Politer than "asu."

2) There are three ways of saying "today."
4 H kyo : General form, used in daily conversation.
4 H konnichi : Used to mean "now" or the present day.

AH honjitsu: Often used in greetings, speeches and in writing.

Quiz: Put a Japanese word or phrase into the squares
to complete the sentence so it matches the meaning of the
English sentence.

a.|  |EEhTLLS. (RETFH)

wa hare desho (tenki yoho)

before last last this next after next

TtAtA A Y 510 50

sensen sen kon rai sarai

Step 2 = Step 1 (- =

week week before last last week | this week | next week | week after next
LS g dAtALwD tald | ZAld| 50LeD [ S50 LwD
shu sensenshu senshu konshu | raishu saraishu
month month before last last month | this month | next month month after next
IF¥2 HhAEAITFD HalFD | ZAIFD | 50FD =5 0MFD
getsu | sensengetsu sengetsu | kongetsu| raigetsu saraigetsu
year year before last last year this year next year year after next
ni bLLL CR XYY &L 50VhA =50V
nen ototoshi kyonen kotoshi rainen sarainen

day before yesterday yesterday | today tomorrow day after tomorrow

BLLh Z2DD ) HL HhE-T

ototoi kino kyo ashita asatte

Step 3

Tomorrow | will be sunny. (Weather news)

b.[ | cAMEvsEBIET,

ni ningen-dokku o ukemasu

| will have a complete physical |in three days|.

c. Bk

d. EDRHEN

- BFD

[ |opxz®s<sEnATY.

minasama wa no Nihon o kizuku wakai chikara desu

You are the youth with the power that will build 's Japan. (Speech)

[ JxTmosmsncna,

mukashi no dento ga made uketsugarete iru
The old traditions have been passed down to .

e[ ke

kyugyo

We are closed .

[ |»30rstrosBRTT.

musuko ga aru no wa senseé -gata no okage desu
It is thanks to you that my son is as good as he is .

0. |o#BEBOERO—DEBESATY.

no chikyii-ondanka no yéin no hitotsu wa
kankyo-osen desu
Environmental pollution is one of the factors linked to global warming .

CLELTHL &S B0 <t h,
shimpai shitemo shoganai desu ne

It is no use worrying. |Tomorr0w is another day|, isn’tit?

[ JcrgsEsmed. ®

niwa kekka ga demasu

The result will come out . g

[ jEsitLng BELOVAERESUSES CEVET,

wa oisogashi naka okoshi itadaki arigato gozaimasu
Thank you for coming on such a busy day like . (Greeting)

Answers:
a:asu b:mikka-go c:asu d: konnichi e : honjitsu f: konnichi

g : konnichi h: ashita wa ashita no kaze ga fuku i: yokka-go j: honjitsu
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