DaILY YOMIURI ON-LINE

I heard an interesting exchange in a restaurant the other day. |
didn't really understand what they were doing, but two Japanese
men were trying to take the bill out of each other's hand, saying,
"watashi ga," "watashi ga !" | was surprised to see what they were
doing, but no one else in the restaurant seemed to take notice. A
few days later, | went to have a dinner with my friend at a
restaurant. When we came to the cashier, | remembered the funny
scene from the other day and said, "watashi ga." | was expecting
that he would act in the same way as the people | had seen did.
But he just said, "Why, thanks a lot!" and left the restaurant! Why
did | have to buy his meal?
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Emphasis by making selection.

The basic rule is to have one "ga " in one sentence. There are many ways of using the
particle, but let me explain the most common usage of it in this lesson: "emphasis." The
particle "ga" emphasizes something by selecting it from a certain group. You can also
emphasize situations such as occurrences and appearances. The following examples show
you how to use the particle. Please try to discern how itis used.
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ga "emphasizes by selection: (selection) ga (explanation)

this will be emphasized.

B Selection/Choice (to emphasize by selecting
one thing from the same category)

eg. Selecting the taste of someone — like

(selecting tuna from fish category)
Itis tuna that | like.

ws/o B #FE TY,
maguro ga suki desu @
tuna like

<40 (tuna)
maguro
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- Selecting something/
cause — There is/are

There was an accident.

B HYELLE.

jiko ga arimashita

eg. + Selecting someone
— There is/are
There’'s Mrs. Mori.
HIAD WET,

Mori-san ga imasu

. Selecting from things that you
think are good — is/are good

Sunday is good for me.
HEER 2 L\ TY,

nichiyé-bi ga i desu

- Selecting from one's desires
— want

I want a day off.

thax 15 LUV T,

yasumi ga hoshi desu

of someone — can

| can do e-mail.

f<\ s gt @M ks

- Highlighting the ability

A—A—=I ¥ TEXY,

e-mail ga dekimasu
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m m ENexttime, | hope you'll take me out to dinner and then
say, "watashi ga." | would be happy to have dinner with
you! Gee, | wonder what I'll order--- ha, ha, ha--- I'm just
kidding, Mr. Pole! To answer your question, your problem is
particles again. Let me explain about the particle "ga " for
this lesson. It is used to emphasize one thing over another.

In this case, "watashi " (I) will be stressed. Thus, if you say,
"watashi ga " ata cashier, itimplies, "ltis | (who will pay the
bill)". Even though you just said "watashi ga," the particle

"ga " emphasizes who will pay, and that would mean, "It is |
who will pay the bill!"

B Questions & Answers

noun, verb
ga | i-adjective ?
na-adjective

{ When, Where,
Q:

What, Who } A: (selection) ga

When ?(itsu ga )
e.9.Q: When would you like to go on the trip? A: I'd like to go next month.
BRAT [ 0D 28 LW TS B, KA 0L T A,

ryoko wa itsu ga i desu ka raigetsu ga i desu ne

Where____ ?(doko ga )

ESDENENOL TY b,
doko no mise ga oishi desu ka
What ? (nani ga)
e.g.Q:What is important in your life?
ANET [ KY) TY »,

jinse de nani ga taisetsu desu ka

Who ?(dare ga /donata ga )
e.g.Q:Who is coming to this meeting?

KEICHEDITEET D,

kaigi ni dare ga ikimasu ka

ERBIDIE B BLWLW TT &,

eki-mae no mise ga oishi desu yo

A:Staying healthy is
important.
g » K¥UITY,

kenko ga taisetsu desu

A: Mr. Koga is coming.
HESA D ITEET,

Koga-san ga ikimasu

B The particle "ga" is used with intransitive verbs to talk about

OCCUrTrEnNCtEs,

* eg., to come out, to break down, to increase, to blow, to spill, to cry

My salary increased.
(I got a raise.)
wEPsEAE UL,

kyuryo ga fuemashita

eg9.The wind is blowing. | coughed.

B A ROTHWES., F S BELE.

kaze ga fuite-imasu seki ga demashita

M "ga" is notonly used as a particle, but also as a transitional
expression in daily conversations. .
N

A but__B > A ga B

e.g., It is raining right now, butit's going to stop soon.

SABBEOTNET B, F<RETLED,
ima ame ga hutte-imasu ga sugu yamu-desho
now rain falling but soon it's going to stop

Q: Which restaurant is it that makes delicious food? A: It's the one in front of the train station.
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Pole-san :

colleague :

Pole-san :

colleague :

Pole-san :
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selection /emphasis

Wa?

explanation

Who is going to London instead of Mr. Hayashi?
#OD BIMKSADORDYUICAYRICTELRTD,

dare (ga wa )Hayashi-san no kawari ni London

Who instead of ni ikimasu ka
Mr. Koga is going.
mESA (7 3] TEET,
Koga-san [ga wa) ikimasu
@

What kind of person is Mr. Koga?
hmESA (A 1) EABATIT D,
Koga-san [ga wa ] donna hito desu ka

what kind of
Mr. Koga is an accountant and he is very smart.
HESA (¥ 3 £t T B B 3] PhET.
Koga-san (ga wa ) kaikéshi de atama (ga wa Jkiremasu

@ accountant head @ sharp

But really, Mr. Hayashi was supposed to go, wasn't he?

AZE KA (A FIF<EFTLER,

honto wa Hayashi-san (ga wa ) iku-hazu deshita ne
truth to be supposed to

Yes. But Mr. Hayashi won't be available because he
can't finish his work by then.

AZ. TH MEA (» F) S0iTE=E
ee demo Hayashi-san [ga _wa) ima_no shigoto

" But present ~work
(2 3] EBRTOWET OTITITEEA.

(ga wa ) okurete-imasu node ikemasen

HmESA

colleague :

being late

But if Mr. Koga goes, he will take care of everything.
(A 13) TFIFELRTIEKNKTLLD,

Koga-san (ga wa ) ikeba subete umaku iku-desho
@ if he goes everything will go fine

I'm glad to hear that.

TNZEHWVTERLLELE,

sore o kite anshin shimashita

that listen to feel at ease

Answers

M Questions & answers (Who?) ..... ga

@ Selecting a person ..... ga

3 Asking for the explanation of him ..... wa

@ Explanation about Mr. Koga ..... wa

® Selecting the characteristics of Mr. Koga ..... ga

® Selecting Mr. Hayashi from among the staff ..... ga
@ Explanation of Mr. Hayashi ..... wa

Selecting the cause of Mr. Hayashi's situation ..... ga
© Selecting Mr. Koga from among the staff ..... ga
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