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        N ex t tim e,  I hope y ou' ll  take m e out to dinner and then 
s ay ,  "w atas hi ga . "  I w ould be happy  to have dinner w ith 
y ou!  G ee,  I w onder w hat I' l l  order… ha ,  ha ,  ha… I ' m  jus t 
kidding,  M r.  P ole!  T o ans w er y our ques tion,  y our problem  is  
particles  again.  L et m e ex pla in about the particle "ga  "  for  
this  les s on.  It is  us ed to em phas ize one thing over another.  
In this  cas e,  "w atas hi "  ( I)  w ill  be s tres s ed.  T hus ,  if y ou s ay ,  
"w atas hi ga  "  at a  cas hier ,  it im plies ,  " It is  I (w ho w ill  pay  the 
bill)" .  E ven though y ou jus t s a id "w atas hi ga , "  the particle 
"ga  "  em phas izes  w ho w ill  pay ,  and that w ould m ean,  " It is  I 
w ho w ill  pay  the bill ! "

I heard an interes ting ex change in a  res taurant the other day .  I 
didn' t rea lly  unders tand w hat they  w ere doing,  but tw o J apanes e 

m en w ere try ing to take the bill  out of each other ' s  hand,  s ay ing,  
"w atas hi ga , "  "w atas hi ga  ! "  I w as  s urpris ed to s ee w hat they  w ere 

doing,  but no one els e in the res taurant s eem ed to take notice.  A  
few  da y s  la ter ,  I  w ent to  ha v e a  dinner  w ith  m y  fr iend a t a  

res taurant.  W hen w e cam e to the cas hier ,  I  rem em bered the funny  
s cene from  the other day  and s a id,  "w atas hi ga . "  I w as  ex pecting 

that he w ould act in the s am e w ay  as  the people I had s een did.  
B ut he jus t s a id,  "W hy ,  thanks  a  lot! "  and left the res taurant!  W hy  

did I have to buy  his  m eal?

W ith cooperation from  Y as uhiro K oga

E m phas is  by  m aking s election.が  particle           (ga  )   . . . . . . .  

マグロ (tuna)
m aguro

鯛 (s ea  bream )

ta i

It is  tuna that I l ike.

森さん が います。
M ori-s an ga  im as u

休み が 欲しい です。
y as um i ga  hos hi

-
 des u 

イーメール が できます。
e -m a i l  ga  dekim as u

事故 が ありました。
jiko ga  ar im as hita

T here’s  M rs .  M ori.

・ ・

・・ ・

S unday  is  good for  m e.

日曜日 が いい です。
nichiy o--bi ga  i

-
 des u

S electing from  things  that y ou 
think are good →  is /are good

・ "ga  "  em phas izes  by  s election:   (s election)  ga   (ex planation) 

 ■　S election/C hoice (to em phas ize by  s electing 
       one thing from  the s am e category )

ハマチ(y ellow tail)
ham achi 

マグロ       が      好き です。
m aguro   ga     s uki des u  

S electing s om eone
 → T here is /are

S electing s om ething/ 
caus e → T here is /are

Highlighting the ability  
of s om eone → can

T here w as  an accident.           

I  can do e-m ail.

S electing the tas te of s om eone → l ike 

S electing from  one' s  des ires  
→  w ant  
I w ant a  day  off.

e.g. ,

e.g. ,

 this  w ill  be em phas ized.

T he bas ic rule is  to have one "ga  "  in one s entence.  T here are m any  w ay s  of us ing the 
particle,  but let m e ex pla in the m os t com m on us age of it in this  les s on:  "em phas is . "  T he 
pa rticle "ga "  em pha s izes  s om ething by  s electing it from  a  certa in group.  Y ou ca n a ls o 
em phas ize s ituations  s uch as  occurrences  and appearances .  T he follow ing ex am ples  s how  
y ou how  to us e the particle.  P leas e try  to dis cern how  it is  us ed. A:  I ' d like to go nex t m onth.Q:  W hen w ould y ou like to go on the tr ip?

A B
が

e.g. ,

■  Questions & Answers

今 雨 が 降っています が、すぐ やむでしょう。
im a  am e ga  hutte-im as u ga   s ugu  y am u-des ho-

     {  W hen,  W here,  
       W hat,  W ho } 

When         ?

旅行 は いつ が いい です か。
ry oko- w a its u ga  i

-
 des u ka

来月 が いい です ね。
ra igets u ga  i

-
 des u ne

A:         ga                       

Who         ?

Where        ?

What         ?

A:  It' s  the one in front of the tra in s tation.Q:  W hich res taurant is  it that m akes  delicious  food?

どこ の 店 が おいしい です か。
doko no m is e ga  ois hi

-
 des u ka

駅 前の店 が おいしい です よ。
eki-m ae no m is e ga  ois hi

-
 des u y o

A:Q:W hat is  im portant in y our life?

人生で 何が 大切 です か。
jins e- de nani ga  ta is ets u des u ka 健康  が 大切です。

kenko- ga  ta is ets u des u

A:  M r.  K oga is  com ing.Q:W ho is  com ing to this  m eeting?
会議 に 誰 が 行きます か。
kaigi ni dare ga  ikim as u ka

古賀さん が 行きます。
K oga-s an ga  ikim as u

■  T he particle "ga"  is  us ed w ith intrans itive verbs  to ta lk about 
      occurrences .
      

e.g. ,  

セキ が 出ました。
s eki ga  dem as hita

給料が増えました。
ky u- ry o- ga  fuem as hita

■ "ga"  is  not only  us ed as  a  particle,  but a ls o as  a  trans itional 
     ex pres s ion in daily  convers ations .

e.g. ,  It is  ra ining r ight now ,  but it' s  going to s top s oon.
 

S tay ing healthy  is  
im portant.

・e.g. ,  to com e out,  to break dow n,  to increas e,  to blow ,  to s pill ,  to cry

I coughed.  M y  s a lary  increas ed.  
( I got a  ra is e. )

,  but A B

noun,  verb
i-adjective
na-adjective

noun,  verb
i-adjective
na-adjective

now     ra in         fa lling               but   s oon    it' s  going to s top   

K oga-s an   ga   w a    ka ike- s hi  de  atam a   ga   w a   kirem as u   

K oga-s an     ga   w a      donna hito des u ka

dare   ga   w a   Hay as hi-s an no kaw ari ni L o n d o n  
                                                                            ni ikim as u ka

s election / em phas is

古賀さん      　が　は　   行きます。

誰　  が   は　林さん の 代わりに ロンドンに 行きますか。

K oga-s an    ga   w a        ikim as u

W ho                                        ins tead of

accountant   head            s harp

honto- w a  Hay as hi-s an   ga   w a   iku-hazu des hita  ne
本当は 林さん　                が　は　行くはずでしたね。

w hat kind of

は w a?ga?

P ole-s an :  M r .  K oga is  going.

〔　       〕

古賀さん　       が　は　どんな人ですか。

古賀さん　 が　は　  会計士    で     頭  　 が　は　切れます。
〔　　 　〕

colleague :  W ho is  going to L ondon ins tead of M r.  Hay as hi?

colleague :  W hat kind of pers on is  M r.  K oga?

colleague :  B ut rea lly ,  M r.  Hay as hi w as  s uppos ed to go,  w as n' t he?

P ole-s an :  M r .  K oga is  an accountant and he is  very  s m art.

〔　 　   〕

〔　　 　〕
〔　　 　〕 

〔　　 　〕
〔　　 　〕

〔　　 　〕
 〔　　 　〕 〔　　 　〕

truth                                                    to be s uppos ed to                                                 

ええ、でも   林さん　            が　は　  今 の 仕事　

  が　は　   遅れています ので 行けません。

〔  　　  〕
〔　　  　〕

〔　　 　〕
〔　　 　〕

〔　　 　〕
〔　　 　〕

〔　　 　〕
〔　　 　〕

P ole-s an :  Y es .  B ut M r.  Hay as hi w on' t be available becaus e he 
           can' t finis h his  w ork by  then.

K oga-s an   ga   w a    ikeba  s ubete um aku iku-des ho-

          B ut                                                  pres ent    w ork                    

                     being late                                                    

古賀さん　　が　は　行けば 全てうまくいくでしょう。

s ore o ki
-
te ans hin s him as hita

それを聞いて安心しました。

colleague :  I ' m  glad to hear that.

that       l is ten  to feel at eas e

が

B ut if M r.  K oga goes ,  he w ill  take care of every thing.

Q ues tions  &  ans w ers  (W ho? ) . . . . .  ga

E x planation about M r.  K oga  . . . . .  w a

A s king for  the ex planation of him  . . . . .  w a
S electing a  pers on . . . . .  ga

S electing M r.  K oga from  am ong the s taff . . . . .ga
S electing the caus e of M r.  Hay as hi' s  s ituation . . . . .  ga
E x planation of M r.  Hay as hi . . . . .  w a

S electing M r.  Hay as hi from  am ong the s taff . . . . .   ga
S electing the characteris tics  of M r.  K oga . . . . .  ga

 if he goes   every thing   w ill  go fine 

ex planation

1
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5

6

7

8

9

A ns w ers

ga ?Q:

風 が  吹いています。
kaze ga  fuite-im as u

T he w ind is  blow ing.

ga

group ...
.. 

fis
h

e.g. ,

e.g. ,

( its u ga  )

(doko ga  )

(nani ga  )

(dare ga  / donata  ga  )

(s electing tuna from  fis h category )

tuna                   l ike 

A:  (s election)  ga    

ee   dem o  Hay as hi-s an    ga   w a    im a no s higoto    

 ga   w a    okurete-im as u node ikem as en
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